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At least 18 years of age
Good character
Recognized as having
skills and education
in the subject area
Good rapport with leaders and Scout-age youth

Qualifications to Become a 
Merit Badge Counselor

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.1.1
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Special Certifications and Trainings

A counselor must hold the 
specific certification or work 
with someone who does.

Specific training is required 
for some BSA activities, 
including merit badges.

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.1.1



4

Merit Badge Requirements

Climbing Merit Badge BSA Climb on Safely Training and Level 2 Climbing Instructor

Snow Sports 21 year old

Canoeing MB BSA Aquatics instructor Training 

Canoeing MB Canoeing Instructor from the American Canoeing Society

Canoeing MB Trained by a BSA Aquatics instructor

Windsurfing Award Paddle Craft Safety Instructor Certification

Paddlecraft Award Paddle Craft Safety Instructor Certification

Rifle or Shotgun Merit Badge BSA Camp School trained shooting sports director

Rifle or Shotgun Merit Badge NRA Rifle shooting instructor or coach

Kayaking Merit Badge
Kayaking instructor certification from the American, British, Canoe Union or American Red 
Cross or equivalent

Kayaking Merit Badge Paddle Craft Safety Instructor Certification

Lifesaving Merit Badge 21 years old BSA Lifeguard

Lifesaving Merit Badge 21 years old  BSA Aquatics instructor Training

Motor Boating Merit Badge 21 Years old & BSA Safety Afloat training

Rowing Merit Badge Trained by a BSA Aquatics instructor

Rowing Merit Badge BSA Aquatics instructor Training

Swimming Merit Badge BSA Lifeguard

Swimming Merit Badge BSA Camp School Trained Aquatics Director

Snow Sports 21 and BSA Winter Sports Safety

Scuba Diving Merit Badge PADI, NAUI, SSI and IDEA Diving instructors  who are insured.

Small Boat Sailing 21 years old with Safety Afloat and 

Small Boat Sailing
21, Safety Afloat and Instructor Certification with US sailing or the American Sailing 
Association

Water Sports Merit Badge BSA Safe Swim Defense and BSA Safety Afloat

Whitewater Merit Badge
American Canoe Associating or have equivalent Certification from another reputable 
Association

Archery Merit Badge USA Archery or National Field Archery Instructor 

Archery Merit Badge BSA Camp School trained shooting sports director

Archery Merit Badge Minimum of Level 1 training in the operations of an Archery Range
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Registering as a 
Merit Badge Counselor 

Even if already registered, every NEW Merit Badge 
Counselor must submit a BSA adult application for the 
position of merit badge counselor (code 42). There are no 
exceptions.
If already a Registered Merit badge counselor, and you are 
just adding more Merit Badges to counsel, you do not need to 
complete another new adult BSA application. 
“Merit badge counselor” is a council or district position.
Approval of merit badge counselors is the responsibility of the 
council advancement committee, not the unit.

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.1.5
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Forms Needed to Register as a 
Merit Badge Counselor

Use position code 42.
Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.1.5
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Complete
Youth Protection Training

Good for

www.my.scouting.org

Guide to Advancement topic 7.0.1.1
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Complete Merit Badge Counselor 
Training

Go to 
my.scouting.org 
and click menu
Then my 
Training
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Then go to Training Center

Then Scouts BSA
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Then click Merit Badge Counselor 
Position Specific Training
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The Merit Badge Counselor 
Registration  Procedure

Step one  upload your signed
Adult Application and Youth 
Protection Training Completion 
Certificate to the secure 
Atlanta Council Website 
https://www.atlantabsa.org/sendsafely

https://www.atlantabsa.org/sendsafely
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Do not give the application to 
your District Executive

Do not give your 
application to the Program 
Center unless there is no 
other way
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Step 2: notify either the District Merit Badge Registrar or the 
District Advancement Chairman that you have sent your 
application through https://www.atlantabsa.org/sendsafely

Step 3: submit your Merit Badge Counselor 
application and proof of completion of Merit 
Badge Counselor Training to either the District 
Merit Badge Registrar or the District 
Advancement Chairman  
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If approved, you will be listed on your Troop or 
Crew’s monthly Registered Merit Badge 
Counselor Listing Published by the District

Note: depending on timing it might be an 
additional month before you are listed on the 
Unit Registry
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Addendum A

Merit Badge Counselor Check List

New Merit Badge Counselors only !

Original Adult Application !

Disclosure Statement !

SSN !

Background info !

New and updated Counselor information !

Merit Badge Counselor Information Form (34405WEB) !

Supernova Awards Mentor Information Form (514-017 ) !

Youth Protection !

Merit Badges requiring Special Certifications

Archery !
Canoeing !
Climbing !
Kayaking !

Lifesaving !
Motor Boating !
Rifle Shooting !

Rowing !
Scuba Diving !
Shotgun Shooting !
Small Boat Sailing !

Snow Sports !
Swimming !
Water Sports !

Whitewater !


